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PREFACE

History of Lahore has many facets. We know a lot about its rulers and their role
in history. We also know enough about its monuments, though we have failed to preserve
them in a dignified manner. But, as regards Lahore's contribution in the field of science,
arts & crafts during the course of its history, we still know very little. During the Mughal
period, Lahore was a renowned centre of miniature & fresco painting, art of book-binding
& calligraphy, glazed mosaics & tiles, etc. It was also an important centre of carpet
weaving, bow-making and asturlab-sazi.

The oriental Greeks in the 2nd century B.C., were the first to start the science of
astrolabe-making. But, it were the Muslims who excelled in this science after having
learnt it from the Greeks and transmitted it to the posterity. Originally, good specimens
of astrolabes — both asturlab kuri and asturlab sat-hi were designed and fabricated by the
scientists themselves. But, gradually, the two processes bifurcated — the design was done
by the scientist himself but fabrication was left to the artist/craftsman — usually a
blacksmith. This was particularly so during the 19th century. A well-known example of
the 19th century astrolabe of Iran was designed by 'Abd-al Aimma but was fabricated by
Khalil Muhammad. A huge: and heavy astrolabe now in Lahore Museum was designed
by a Hindu named Lala Sahu Mal but was fabricated by Ustad Pir Bakhsh. Both of them
were residents of Lahore.

How, why & when did astrolabe-making started in Lahore, no one knows. Early
history of this craft is shrouded in mystery. But this city was certainly one of the most
celebrated centres of supply of this scientific instrument to whole of the Muslim world.
Fifty-four per cent of the astrolabes in Gunther's exhaustive list were made in Lahore or
by the astrolabists of this city. Fine astrolabes were certainly made in Lahore from
sixteenth to the 19th centuries.

Lahore's contribution to arts & crafts are not confined to astrolabe designing and
manufacturing. It extended with equal celebrity to several other fields of arts & crafts.
Lahore karkhana for weaving carpets during the Mughal rule ranked equal among the two
other best centres (Agra & Mirzapur) of this industry in whole of South Asia. Fine and
large carpets from Lahore are now preserved in several museums of the world. The best
collection of Lahore-made carpets, which I have seen, is in the Palace Museum, Jodhpur.
One facsimile of a fine specimen of carpet from Shah Jahan's factory in Lahore is on
display in Lahore Museum.

Another relatively little known field in which Lahori craftsman excelled was the
art of bow-making. In particular, the Chahar-kham kaman (a bow with four-bends) of
Lahore was considered to be the best in whole of Asia. Kucha Kaman Garan — the Street



of Bow-makers in the walled city of Lahore, still retains the memory of the residents who
once excelled in this craft.

The type of glazed tiles and mosaic tiles with silica base once manufactured in

Lahore are also unique in whole of the subcontinent. Both in their manufacturing
 technique as well as in the base material used in fabrication and in the repertoire of their
motifs & themes and range & variety of colours used, the kashi-kars of Lahore stand head
& shoulders above the tile-makers of other regions and centres such as Multan & Hala.

In a recent study,' I have shown as to how unique has been Lahore's contribution
in the field of miniature painting right uptil the middle of the 19th century. The same
distinction Lahore has enjoyed in the past in several other fields of arts & crafts such as

calligraphy, fresco, painting, wood carving (the earliest wood carved doors are preserved
in Lahore Museum), etc.

Among so many colourful facets of this cultural capital of Pakistan, I have
selected for this brief study, the subject of astrolabe-making. Although among the
scholars and specialists, Lahore's contribution in this field has not remained un-noticed,
but the general public has so far remained oblivious and ignorant of the contribution of
Lahorites in such a distinctive scientific field as astrolabe-making. For the convenience
of readers, uninitiated in the subject, I have added in the beginning, a few pages on the
background history of this scientific instrument.

Other facets of the cultural milieu of the city of Lahore yet remain to be explored

to their fullest extent. I hope somebody else, well-versed in these crafts, will take up
such studies.

( Dr. Saifur Rahman Dar )
Lahore, the 20th May, 1997

' Dr. Saifur Rahman Dar, "lmam Bakhsh Musawwar Lahori: Discovery of a 19th Century Artists of

Lahore™, Journal of Rescarch Society of Pakistan, Vol. XXX, No. 3, June, 1993.

THREE RARE ASTROLABES
IN THE COLLECTION OF
LAHORE MUSEUM

AND

LAHORE'S CONTRIBUTION
TOWARDS ASTROLABE-MAKING

Dr. Saifur Rahman Dar, T.IL

Lahore and Lahore Museum both have many facets which still await to be studied.
Two such aspects of their history are discussed below namely some astrolabes now
preserved in Lahore Museum and the contribution of the city of Lahore towards astrolabe-
making. Three of these astrolabes are planispheric and two are in the form of globes.
But before we describe some of these instruments, we will discuss in brief what is an
astrolabe and what has been its significance in the Islamic history. At the end we will
also see what has been Lahore's role in astrolabe-making.

I
BRIEF HISTORY OF ASTROLABES

Astrolabe' is considered to be the oldest scientific instrument in the world. It has
played an important part in the history of civilization and science. A primitive type of
it was known to Claudius Ptolemy (ws~sb) of Alexandria (Egypt) in circa 150 AC?
whereas its theory dates back to the time of Hipparchus ( u~=2c21) of Nicaea near Istgnbul
(Turkey) some three centuries earlier’ It was a popular scientific instrument both in the
medieval Islamic world and the contemporary Europe. Arabs, Iranians, Pakistanis,
Indians and Greeks were renowned astrolabe-makers. Specimens of ancient astrolabes can
be found in many museums and libraries all over the world. The Oxford Museum of the
History of Science alone has over 80 astrolabes in its collection® whereas Marton & Orial
Colleges of the University of Oxford, still own five 14th century astrolabes.’ The extant
examples also show that whereas European astrolabes are preserved from about the 13.th
century, the Islamic examples date from the 10th century. It so happened that "w!ule
Europe languished in the Dark Ages, the torch of ancient scholarship had passted into
Muslim hands. Islamic scholars kept it alight, and from them it passed to Renaissance
Europe".*

The development form of the earliest extant astrolabes, the archacological
evidence’ and the existence of literature of Greek and Syriac writers make it almost sure
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that astrolabe was invented and developed before Islam. However, the extant specimens
clearly prove that whereas the initial credit of inventing the theory and art of astrolabe-
making must be given to the oriental Greeks in the 2nd century B.C., the credit for
preserving this science and transmitting it to the posterity must be apportioned to the
Muslims.® Being a popular seientific pursuit of medieval people, fine specimens of
astrolabe were forged even in ancient times. Forgeries of at least one renowned astrolabe-
maker, 'Abd al-A'imma, have been studied extensively.” Mostly, designer and fabricator
were two different individuals. One of the well-known specimens designed by 'Abd al-

A'imma was fabricated by Khalik Mohammed." However, the best specimens were made
by the scientists themselves.

Astrolabe is an instrument, usually made of brass or bronze (alloys of copper &
zinc and copper & tin respectively) designed to measure the altitudes of celestial bodies
and to determine all kinds of astronomical and topographical relations. Actually, an
astrolabe is a two dimensional model of the sky. Some of its chief uses

solve problems of spherical astronomy, to determine time of day or night or for prayers,

to fix the direction of gibla, to solve simple problems of survey i.e. depth of wells, height
of a building, width of a river and longitudes of various planets, etc. It is more an
instrument for celestial rather than for terrestrial measurement i.e. an instrument for
calculating rather than for measurement. On account of its design and enrichment of its
embellishment, it is often regarded as an extension of scientific theory to art history.

Function-wise astrolabes are of two principal types:

a) designed for use at a fixed latitude, and
b) universal astrolabes in varying shapes.

As regards their shapes and forms, these are of three types namely:

a) Asturlab Kuri ( G:Sg_..dv.h_..l ) or Astrolabio Redondo or Spherical
Astrolabe."" Lahore Museum possesses two such astrolabes - one in the

Islamic Gallery and the other belonging to Hifzur Rahman Collection in
the General Gallery.

b) Asturlab Sathi or Musattah (}’)7‘,4‘:,4}5’:) or Astrolabium Planispherium
i.e. plain disc-shaped astrolabe. It is the commonest type.* Lahore

Museum has three such astrolabes in its collection, all displayed in the
Islamic Gallery.

¢) Asturlab Khatti ( S%u4) also called Asa-i-Tusi (55, ) i.c. Staff of
Tusi. This Linear Astrolabe, being less accurate, was never widely used.
No extant example is known. Its invention is attributed to al-Muzaffar

ibn Muhammad ibn al-Muzaffar Sharfud Din al-Tusi (d. circa 610 A.H./
1213 A.C).B

have been to |
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To these. some scholars add a fourth type i.e. mariner's astrolabe,' but with this we are
?

not concerned here.

im contribution to astronomy and astronomy-related subjects is wel}-known.
Like mxzsg];?of ancient Babylon, India and Gre:,ece, the sages of thedearly I;/Iushlrsn ‘ﬁ?;ﬁ
were also great star gazers and laid the foundation of astronomy an as;u;) orgeyadl Right
from the beginning of the Islamic his;orly, Zsuplabti-mrESignpi :sot;o :s u:labe- mg;1 s

ion. Particularly, during , .
regar}clliec}lﬂas Zsrtl::t]r?cgrﬁ?sﬂ?ere is a goodyreference to craftsmen bearing the soubriquet
'va:.lsatiria%:vi'}/;5 . The earliest extant Arabic treatise — now preserved only in Latm. tnz:xfl of
1276 A.é., was originally composed in cirga 200 A.H./SIS AC. by an.Egyptil:nCi:::
Masha-allah.”  The actual earliest Arabic text still extant was wgftenTh Boies
214 A.H./829 A.C. by Ali ibn ‘Isa - a pupil of ibn Kl?alaf al-Marwarr/u 713 104; e
some of the outstanding Muslim scientists like ai-Beruni (363-440 A.H.S? - e detaile;i
and Nasirud Din Tusi (598-673 A.H./1201-1274 ﬁ.C.) wrote systemz]mc fandevelo «
treatises on astrolabes.'® Antikithera astrolabe apart,” the earliest example § atu ey ang !
form of a genuine astrolabe is dated 315 .;\i\I)-II./927 %C'.mlé (\;\:?: dtzfél;;’y‘t AasH /;84 ol
i lection of Kuwait National Museum. H. .C.
?o&einptrl'l(’: (:.,ec\(:/lls Evans Collection, in the Old Ashmolean Museum, Oxgorlsl :lsh the sec:ion:)c:‘
oldest? It is a Persian astrolabe made by two brothers, Ahmad an ﬁ;mﬂx:mealom
Isfahan, sons of Ibrahim. Very few I.}laxm::h ash‘ocllab;s t}:)ef ?3f;wc:;:t:yne;| ea; e ok
us. "Before the end o ry 1

::Eoﬁeh::s ionn;:v:m :;ed from India in the east to Islamic Spain in the west, and

from the tropics to northern Britain and Scandinavia".”

istian West, on the other hand, it did not come into genera.l use until
13th orl;‘4$ec§1}$::, thought’it was known to the Venetjan scfholars much eaxl.ler. g;u:;
Hermann Contractus of Vehringen (died 1054_ A.Q.) is beheve'd to be the {nv;nl e
European astrolabe. Two hundred years later i.c. in 12'./’.4 Henri Bate wr]ote in etg e
his famous treatise Magistralis Compositio Astrola.bu. A century e:?e}x; po; fo
astronomer Geoffrey Chaucer, translated Mas-ha-allahs treatise 121;to Eng :; unhe -
title: ‘The Conclusions of the Astrolabie’ for his ten years old son.” After this, sc ole 03;_
as well popular treatises became too numerous to be count_ed here. As anfeg&a:ls%our
early European - German indeed, astrolabe dated 1481 A.C. in the Museum o Sash ang
(France) is shown in Pl. I-a. For various parts of an Islamic astrolabe :;e d;mt 3hd
Fig. 1 & 3. With the invention of telescope, the use of astr91abe Pecame T dunf o i e
West, but in the East its tradition and use continued right till the end of the
century.

In South Asia - India and Pakistan in particular, the interest in astronomy is :230}1
earlier than even coming of Muslims in the area. Whether or not the !nd_tan l;nov; ] ge
of astronomy is indigenous and earlier than that of Bab.yloma, the m.aj.onty of sc t:)) atxl'ls,
both European and Indian, however, despite the plfea.dmg of Sir Wllham. Jones e
contrary, appear to have accepted as an axiom the opinion that much of Indian astronomy
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and certainly Indian acquaintance with the twelve-fold division of the zodiac is to be
attributed to Grecian influence.”® But as regards the use of astrolabe in their present
shape, it came here only with the Persians. Both Gunther® and Hartner” attest the
contribution of the Muslims of Iran and Central Asia in this field. Hartner also shows
how out of 165 specimens listed by R.T. Gunther, sixty-five were made by the Persians
of Iran and Central Asia. Among others, twenty-seven were made by Indian Muslims,

eight by Hindus, twenty-one by Arabs (Egyptians, Syrians & Mesopotamians), forty-two
by Moors (Spanish Muslim & North African) and two by Jews.?

In Pakistan and India, interest in asturlab-sazi becomes visible during the times
of Nasirud Din Humayun. He is said to have gained the knowledge of astronomy during
his stay in Iran when he was accompanied by two famous scholars Ilyas Ardbeli and
Abdul Qasim Giryani. He is said to have erected pavilions in which nine skies and
different stars of each sky were emblematically represented.” Akbar, his son, also made

full use of this science. Shah Jahan also had his court astrologers. For casting horoscope,
usually, four different astrologers were needed.

In Lahore, in particular, history of astrolabe-making is traceable from the time of
Humayun (died 1555 A.C.) down to late 19th century. But, during Shah Jahan's period
and around, Lahore suddenly became famous for this craft. A single family for this city
is traceable from the time of Humayun to Aurangzeb members of which remained busy
in making numerous astrolabes which can be traced out in a number of museums of
Pakistan, India, Europe and America. Sheikh Allah Dad or al-Haddad (s'gt) was the
progenitor of the family whereas Ziaud Din Muhammad and Jamalud Din are the last
known astrolabists in the family who flourished during Shah Jahan and Aurangzeb's
times. The name of at least one other astrolabist of Lahore, Ustad Pir Bakhsh living in
the middle of the 19th century is also known. But whether he has some connection with
the renowned al-Haddad or Allah Dad family is not known. With all probability, the late
19th century Hindu astrolabist Jyotishi or Jotishi Dharam Chand also belongs to Lahore.
About this family and the astrolabe-makers of Lahore, we will say more in part II & III
below. But before we discuss role Lahore has played in the past, in astrolabe-making,
let us first see what evidence of the same we have in our museums in Pakistan.

II

LAHORE MUSEUM COLLECTION
OF ASTROLABES

Lahore Museum has in its collection three planispheric and two spherical
astrolabes. All except one are on display in showcase No. 3 of the Islamic Gallery. They
bear accession Nos. (i) M-44-I, (i) M-1649 and (iii) M-44-H - all planispherical
astrolabes and (iv) M-44-G and (v) A-8-I (belonging to the Hifzur Rahman Collection
now on display in the General Gallery) - both globes or spherical astrolabes. Only two
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f them - one datable circa 1640 A.C. and the other dateq letl AC. hav;1 l?een
oreviously referred to in museum publications,” and.dealt'wnh in some length in a
gopular article.' Here we will discuss only three planispheric astrolabes.

Astrolabe No. M-44-1 (PL II-V)

The earliest one in this collection, bearing No. M—4:-I, isa ﬂlal;lispheric;:) ::::;bﬂ;
i s
thi) and is made of brass (Pl. II-V). This astrolabe wa :
g\‘:liml’\:'zl‘;l;u;alla}zi in memory of his father Shaikh Mahbub llahi, ;1]1 aglngylturlz:sl’ §?§$§I
- i » i Assembly, India.
Faisalabad and a former member of the Cons.tltuent. _
::;01“6l centimeters whereas its total height, after adding to it the triangular §usp§nsory $a}1]ret
(kursi = g ) comes to 20.5 cm. Maximum thickness of the. appafatus is 1. c.m. b
facies (wajh = ~7) of the astrolabe (Pl. II) comprises a raised rim ca_lled ?ajra = :e,;i
or limbus which surrounds a circular flat depressed surface called Um:ny = Pl( Hcl)rbt;azets
(PL. TII a). The elaborately fabricated spider or rete (ankabut = —» ) 1. ' e
per~fectly within the raised outer rim and is secured in place throughba centra fpl'?s osrh(;:e)
) wi i lled 'horse’ (because of i
th the help of an animal-shaped knob ca ' :
;la::i )al:::ve the ank};but. The central pin which marks the position (;f;}tlhe ce}:es?alil_\lc))rg:
d then goes out of the zahr ( ~
Pole, runs through the centre of all the plate_s an ! ' Ut
’ i v i through a hole in the pin saves i
back and alidade ( 4.l»01) where a clip passing : e B e
' ' = ~ placed a thin
ipping back. Between the ‘horse' (faras g b’) and the a :
i:'fs}l)::rg (fals = _*) which helps rotate the ankabut in a perfect manner. The tnangularf
suspension or kursi is a fine example of metalsmith's work show1n,g)arab:§quef]:lz:;tir:‘1r;
i 1 ' i = 33%) on top o !
i ed creepers and leaves in relief. The sw_wel (urwa = &4 D ofth
Eteer:i:én(halqa 2 &k ) passing through the swivel and th_e string (‘ilaka = 2 ) t;or
suspension of the astrolabe through urwa, are missing in this Lahore Museum example.

"Basically, an astrolabe is a stereographic projection of a.coordmate t;yster: :rfv l;l::
heavens, from the celestial south pole, onto the Equator, adjustefi for .ei.c;d sas o
latitude, and covered with the projection of a star map. T:he former is n}att;na 1;0 Lias I
saftha ( .s*°) (Fig. 3) the later as the ankabut (splder). (Flg..Z) or r.cte of the isd i 7.2
In our Lahore Museum case (P1.“II & III) the outer-raised rim (.hajra.) 1s r;ar tc).divisions
major divisions indicated by their Arabic numerals, each divided into 2 su one
making the total 360 degrees of a circle. Th.e saj?ha on the Umm (Pl. 1 -a)dc.:omlt)o ses
series of eleven concentric circles - each divided into 360.deg.rees corresl?o.r(l1 el(rllg 0.0
divisions on the hajra. Two sets, each of three concenmc.mrc'les are tc}l:wM'd dl]!; . 43
(outer) and 24 (inner) boxes each containingdt?e n;rge c:}f]' a; Zli;ys(:ge;su;d ; ginal icle o8

1 ntral Asia (Asia Miana =1 ) and Sou A su * ,
%;{?,r algla?l,:,c z)aznia, Kuga, Baghdad, Basra, Shiraz, Yazd_, Qizvin, .Asta:abad, S'clzlbfzw;lré
Herat, Balkh, Badakhshan, Bokhara, Khojend, Kashgar, Kirman, Qalrwan etc. 5 aer;ta
outer set. Some major cities of Pakistan and Indla. such as Daibal, Kashmllz,d u t1:1,
Lahore, Thanesar, Delhi, Akbarabad, Benaras, Gwahz}r, Jaunpur, etc. are marke onq e)
inner set - each city with its corresponding latitudp (S 710) anq longitude ( J# _ul,
in Arabic. It is in accordance with the usual practice that a safiha is bound to 2 particular
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latitude, making the astrolabe to which it is attached useful at best only within 5 degrees
of that latitude.®

The ankabut (Fig. 1-c) of this astrolabe (Pl. III-b) has been fabricated artistically
with the usual major & minor and fragments of a third & fourth circles. An ankabut is
actually a star-map or a reproduction of heavens. As is clear in Lahore Museum example
(PL 1), the tips of small pointers j.e. shataba ( &.Ja%) also called shazzig (4L2), nok
(<Ss>) and namainda (o ai\eu) mark the positions of the brightest stars. An off-centre
circle i.e. the smaller complete circle represents the ecliptic (daira-tal-buruj =z3,d15215 ).
The outer large circle ~ not complete and the two parts of circles represent the celestial
Equator and the Tropics of Cancer and Capricom.* The smaller complete circle is
inscribed with Arabic names of twelve signs of zodiac: al-Hamal (Aries: Farvardin)®,
al-Saur (Taurus: Urdibihisht), al-Jauza (Gemini: Khordad), al-Sartan (Cancer: Teer),
al-Asad (Leo: Mordad), al-Sumbalah (Virgo: Shahrivar), al-Mizan (Libra: Mehr), al-Agrab
(Scorpio: Aban), al-Qaus (Sagittarius: Azar), al-Jadj (Capricomn: Day), and al-Dalw
(Aquarius: Bahman). The small hole in the outer circle of the rete was meant to receive

the knob (Mudir = w=4%) for purpose of rotating the spider within the raised outer-rim,
is now missing.

place the astrolabe's second moving part, the alidade which is missing in our case. The
circular disc is divided into qQuadrants (Arabic: rubg’ = &23) by horizontal and vertical

diameters - horizontal diameters called Khat-al-Mashrig wal Maghrib ( o iy A=k

mid-day line or Khat al-ilaga (<°3¥%spa) ie. line of the cord. These quadrants are;
() al-rub-ash-shargi T-janubi (q.,_'qdlu"uﬂlerjl) or rub-al-irtifa ( & G5,% &),
() al-rub-al-gharbi I-janubi (qy..gq\,m&:,n ), (OI) al-rub ash-sharqi ash-shamali
(B3 2 M), and (IV) al-rub al-gharbi ash-shamaii ( &g &) respectively.
In our example, the quadrants I & II show a set of horizontal lines in one case and
concentric lines in case of other - the former representing a set of cosines. The two
graduated borders on the rim of each of these quadrants ~ 18 in case of outer and 90 in
case of inner graduations, can be used to measure altitudes of heavenly bodies, or to
determine heights of terrestrial objects.’ Six signs of Zodiac (al-Jadi, al-Dalw, al-Haut,
al-Hamal, and al-Saur) are scribed along the vertical and the remaining signs - al-Sartan,
al-Asad, al-Sumbalah, al-Mizan, al-Aqrab and al-Qaus - are shown along the horizontal
line of the left hand upper quadrant. Two curves mark the meridian (Jifcaedes)

positions given in Arabic. This reépresents a table of seasonal mid-day solar altitudes for
various latitudes.?’

. The two lower quadrants, are the so-called "shadow squares” or zill-i-saim ‘

(#JL) and are essentially cotangent tables. The remaining concentric circles contamn
information about the zodiac and hence are primarily of astrological significance. The
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inner circle, for example, gives us names al.ld posif'ions of twelve signs of l?odlac v:ttg
corresponding names of 28 stars such. as Suriya (L23), Dubara (a,-3) ;}:c. \;l/ a;lereass ouare
circle have only the names of zodiac signs alreafly epumerated above. els ow fgrs r
in the lower left quadrant (IM), as also shown in Fig. I-a, anfi as almost a ways re i
the gnomon divided into seven parts reckoned in feet (Arabic: gadam/c.zqdam).l}nscnb z
in the astrolabe as agdam mastawi ( $$iwapinisi) also called in Arabic as z:h ma s;l
(bs-ra(8) or zill mastawi (sgals), Latin ‘umbra recta, 'that is the shadow ‘l;own'ku:
the vertical gnomon on the horizontal plane and agdam ma'kus ("-{G‘l"*’ 11 ), or zill ma o
(0 sKandb) or ‘umbra versa, that is the shadow thrown by the horizontal gnomon on

vertical plane.*®

right hand lower quadrant IV is used for gnomon d1v1ded- into twelv? parts
recked ;hf:ngfrs (Arabic: Asal?a, (pl. Asabi) and consequet'ltly l_aoth vertical and l;c.)nzo'nk:‘a;
sections have been marked on the body as Asabi mastawi (cisi.-ﬁ&\-oi) and Asabi gta o
{#ap\al). The outer rim of quadrants III & IV are graduated in agdam or feet and asabi
or ﬁnf;ers corresponding to the agdam ( ¢431) and asabi ( &\e!) of the shadow squares

or zill-i-salm.

Between the rim and the 'shadow squares’, are agai'n tlll:ee con.centn'c circles, thfl
inner-most graduated with 12 divisions each assigned a zodiac sign - six to al-aqdarr.t an
$iX to al-asabi sections. On the body of this astrolabe are two inscriptions, but to this we

will return anon.

ition to the main body, just discussed above, there are five thlr} discs or
safaih ;? &ﬁﬁm each worked on both sides. Only one of these }ms been 111111strateld
at Pl. V. It is divided into four quadrants. Concer}mc to thc? celestial north po ]: (hole
in the centre) are three circles each marking the Tropic of Capricom _(outeg'-most), qlix::tor
(the middle one) and Tropic of Cancer (the inner-most).. The ve.rtwal lmeg drawn from
the Tropic of Cancer, all crossing the Equator and toucl'nng. T'roplc of Capricomn §c111{tves
marked by Arabic alphabets from ‘2 to <’ and fr9m ‘v’ to ‘e~ ) are the h?ur angle mc(si
(&ele2s). The lines drawn from the horizon ln?e (above the wor(!s .\.J\sl:.f.;-) a;n
touchiﬁg the circle of Tropic of Capricorn after cutting the hour angle lines at right-angles
are the lines of Equal Azimuth (Also see Fig. 3).

f the safiha i.e. (ash-shamal side) there is a rectangular cut to.ﬁt
in peﬁé::l;h Z: otggn;zzmsik (ﬁh’;;é) (- a projecting bit of metal on the hajra which
prevents the disc from rotating. One of the disc§ has f‘our such. cut:s i.e. mumsik. Zenl;th
( 02) is a little south of 10° east-west (=l 3 24) line.  Taking it as cent.r“e, a number
of concentric circles have been drawn which represent al-muqantars (w‘)aw.l\) with the
outer-most circle marking the position of horizon and all al-mugantars running parall.el
to it. A comparison of this with the schematized drawing of a safiha shown in Fig. 3 will
make it more clear.
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As already said above, there are two inscriptions on this astrolabe. The main
inscription, on the backside or zahr below the ‘shadow-square' reads: (Pl. IV)

gl e aniade £ Al
SosaY Goslea3Y¥ Lo

Work by Muhammad Muquim, son of ‘Isa, son of
Allahdad (Allah Dad), royal astrolabist of Lahore.

Trans:

The other inscription on the outer surface of the rim reads:
SRt Ol il s Ll 331 ST

Trans:  Owner, the weakest of creatures, Muhammad

Hashim, son of Muhammad Bagqir of Tabriz.

No date is inscribed on the body of the astrolabe. However, Lahore Museum
records says it was made in circa 1640 A.C. The guess is not very far off the mark as

we will see by its comparison with another astrolabe of Muhammad Muquim now in the
National Museum of Pakistan, Karachi.

National Museum of Pakistan
Astrolabe No. N.M.1959-407 (PL VI)
(Now transferred to Islamabad Museum, Islamabad)

The Karachi Museum astrolabe bears accession number N.M.1959-407 (PL. VI).
It was purchased in 1959 from G.N. Malik, a resident of Lahore.”® It measures 10% or
25.63 cm. in diameter and is hence larger than Lahore Museum astrolabe which is only
16 cm. in diameter. Dated inscription on the backside reads as follows with three dates:®

S oy dada 2 3L Caas) Caaios
3o Caslea sy Jaul b gh o

N XA M\jgwa\k Yol Qe
Trans: "Made by the weakest of the servants Muhammad
Muquim, son of ‘Isa, son of Allah Dad Asturlabi

Humayuni Lahori in the year 1047 A.H., 1007 Yazd
Jardi, 1949 Rumi."

=1
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Gunther has published two astrolabes, both made by Muhammad Muquim of Lahore (his
No. 72, PL. XLVII & No. 78). The one bearing No. 72 bears an inscription as follows:

g_,,,.&___‘.a..u.,\:__._\lw\ PPV
aselaa3Y Ja) s bV s

- by oy A5 9t

Trans: "The work of the weakest of servants, Muhammad

Muquim son of ‘Isa son of Allah Dad Asturlabi
Humayuni Lahori, year 1053 A.H./1643 A.C*

The Karachi Museum astrolabe of Muhammad Muquim, though larger in size,
offers more delicate brass work both of the spider or ankabut and of the kursi which is
a brass work of arabesque pattern of running stylized foliage (Pl. VI). The knob (mudir)
attached to ankabut or rete and the ring (halga) passing through the swivel (‘urwa) are
also intact. The outer raised rim has the same usual 72 divisions with a sub-division of
five each - making the total 360°. The safiha on the Umm is identical to the detachable
saftha belonging to Lahore Museum No. M-44-1 and shown in Pl. V. The ankabut of the
two are absolutely different from each other. The only common feature of both is the
names of 12 zodiac signs on the inner circle of the rete or spjgier. In the centre of the
kursi there is an inscription which reads " ubgrf = 2*28%) . The back is divided
into usual four quadrants, with lower half having half a square & circle as zill-i-salm and
graduation naming stars like Atarad, Mushtari, al-Zohra, Marikh, al-Qamar etc. The
astrolabe has five additional plates each engraved on both sides.” According to
Mr. G.R. Kaye one astrolabe also made in 1053 A H. /1643 A.C. by Muhammad Muquim
ibn ‘Isaibn Allah Dad, Usturlabi Humayuni of Lahore was in 1921 part of the collection
of Dr. Lewis Evans in the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford.® It is same as Gunther's
S. No. 72, p. 197 fig. 99. Like the National Museum, Karachi/Islamabad Museum,
Islamabad, astrolabe of 1047 A.H., this Oxford astrolabe of Muquim Lahori also bears
two dates - one in Hijra (1053, both in letters and figures), and the Rumi or Seleucidae
date of the year 1955. It also bears a later date 1221 A.H. /1806 A.C. There is another
astrolabe, dia. 5% inches, in the Spitzer Collection of the British Museum, London, which
has been prepared by Muhammad Muquim of Lahore in 1070 A.H. /1659 A.C. (Gunther
No. 78, p. 210). Obviously the author of these five or six astrolabes is one person and
hence the date assigned to Lahore Museum is not very wide off the mark.

But who was this Muhammad Muquim son of ‘Isa son of Allah Dad? No
information about him is available in history books nor any other astrolabe bearing his
name and genealogy has so far been published. However, we know that Muhammad
Muquim belonged to a family of renaowned astrolabe-makers of Lahore. Maulana Sayyid
Sulayman Nadvi writing in 1935 failed to locate anyone with the name Muhammad
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Muquim of Lahore among the astrolabe-makers of Lahore. He did establish four

generations of a family headed by Allah Dad (not al-Haddad) of Lahore in the following
descending order:

Shaikh /Mulla Allah Dad

Hafiz /Mulla ‘Isa
Mulla Qayim Muhammad
Ziaud Din Muhammad

i.c. Ziaud Din Mohammed son of Qayim Muhammad son of Mulla ‘Isa son of Sheikh
Allah Dad. There is no mention of Muhammad Muquim in this genealogical table.
Nabia Abbott, quoting Gunther informs us that on one of the astrolabes it is mentioned
that “Isa had two sons.* But their names are not mentioned. Nabia Abbott has read on
various astrolabes in American Collections and those published by Gunther four personal
names: Muhammad Muquim, Mohammed Qayim, Qasim Muhammad and one simply
‘Moharimed' - all claiming themselves to be sons of one ‘Isaor Hafiz ‘Isa. But as she
herself remained doubtful about her reading she left the issue inconclusive. Even an
oriental scholar of the stature of Maulana Ilmud Din Salik while writing as late as 1962,%
remained silent on this issue and confided himself to the genealogy of Ziaud Din
Mohammed son of Qayim Mohammed son of Mulla ‘Isa son of Sheikh Allah Dad as
carlier established by Sayyid Sulayman Nadvi,¥ The discovery of two more astrolabes
in the collection of Lahore and Karachi Museums, proves that Muhammad Mugquim, the
royal (Humayuni) astrolabe-maker of Shah Jahan's period also belonged to the famous
family of astrolabe-maker from Lahore whose progenitor was Allah Dad. We will talk
more about this family in the next part of this article.

The name of the progenitor of this family of royal astrolabe-makers, in all known
cases, as In case of Lahore Museum too, is written as stugll and hence has been read
and transcribed variantly as al-Haddad, Illahdad and Allah Dad. In the first place there
is no word as slA__a with (4 ). The word slis with ( T ) would mean ‘blacksmith'
and this too cannot be a personal name. Therefore, I accept here the reading of.;’.Lg!sas
Allah Dad as proposed by Maulana Sayyid Sulayman Nadavi long ago.

Astrolabe No. MM-1649 (PL. VII-IX)

In the Collection of Lahore Museum, there is yet another astrolabe which bears
accession No. MM-1649. It was acquired in 1986 at a big price. It was designed and
fabricated in Lahore in the middle of the nineteenth century.® It is larger and much
heavier than the Muquim Lahori's astrolabe in the same Museum, but is almost of the
same size as that of National Museum astrolabe Just discussed above. The brass chain
(‘ilaga) down to safuih (spare discs), it is complete in all respects. Weighing a solid
seven kilograms, it is 23.5 centimeters in diameters and gets a total of 63 cms when
measured with armilla reflexa (kursi), amilla rotunda (halga) and the total length of the
brass chain. Its height upto the top of the kursi is 30.50 cms. The thickness of the main
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disc with armilla reflexa and limbus (hajra) is 2 cms. . It is a fine example of castn:ig'm
brass. It has its alidade (Pl. VIII-b). A short inscription on the borsum (zahr) reads:

s § 4
YA g-'://_(.',) l.;/f‘)j

Trans: Work of the Master-craftsman (Ustad) Pir
Baksh of Lahore.

On the front side there is a long Arabic inscription l.)eginning.with Jn-a»\:hs\,ﬂl,;
d ending with <3¢\, 3¢\ . On the reverse is a quatrain in Persuan’ beginning wi !
L0 Lo B Zoss st Sl . On the ankabut is the famous _r.-uyl/ill”u“l - t#e
inscripti inscription i ic 1 le lines, running all along
la inscription. A long inscription in Arabic in doub h . !
f}‘:i:r:?(l;:ssl of tlll)e astrolabe in the form of a circle, tells us, among ot}}er things, tha.t thl;
astrolabe was proposed by Maulvi Ghulam Muhammad Khan Allami ?nd was designe
by Lala Sahu Mall Lahori in the capital city of Lahore ( e g WAV »J»;': ‘ép;",; ;}1 )
for the obedient young Mubarak Ali Khan in Samvat 189}17/1257(1]4;1.Hé iISIZ)H T.h e. km-;‘
i i i i welded on the top (Pl i
astrolabe comprises the facies with a kursi we e ks
i i 1 f a 30 cms long brass chain whic
nds from a swivel with a ring for the support o
erlliliein a squarish ring not shown in the photograph. In petween Umm and ankabut
(Pl. Vlll-a) are seven safaih or extra discs carved on both sides (Pl. IX-b).

The front side (wajh) has a usual raised rim or l_imbus (haj;ra) graduated in uiuezﬂ
manner of an astrolabe with major and minor graduatlon. of 360 ,_each deg;ech mat:1 S
with an Arabic equivalence (Pl. VII-b). One of the .safath shgwn in PL. IX- t)a§r roric
concentric circles of usual denomination namely Tropic of Capricom (outelr-n_los ) 5 :an
of Cancer (the inner-most) and the Equator (middle one)'. Near the centra t[ﬁm (qu ohen
easily be read the words <l luyqall. In the upper half, there is another 't]?n]‘ i
another group of concentric circles which represent lines of al—muqantc:rs wi 1(;1 o
horizon marking the outer-most circle. Four guadrants of 90° each. :l"he 0\}:’6]‘ qt;(a: ra -
are divided into 12 divisions by lines radiating from the central pin, eac : mar mg iy
angle of 15° and numbered 1 to 11. In the centre are the words ::JE;.L.. e Al a:n e
East and West sides of the Equator are marked with the words 3_-~diand . alki.

The whole facies (Pl. VII-b) gives the names of the areas (agleem), their lgtltudcs
and longitudes in a vertical column converging. on quth. The names of aq{ee;n gl;elll) c;g
the facies mostly appertain to India and Pak1§t?,n, .all reqdered in beautifu danU”q
nasta'alique script. Some more prominent cities in India read: Daul;tz:lbaé leqlar;,
Nurpur, Baijapur, Qannauj, Somnath, Aurangabad, Awadh,.Ahmada a', Gawalji,
Burhanpur, Banares, Delhi, Mathura, Jaunpur, Amratsar, Ludhiana, Har(.l\fsar apgall %
Najibabad, Farrukhabad, Jaganath, Lakhnau, Goa, Calcutta. Among cities 'typlcal o
Pakistan are: Peshawar, Lahore, Sialkot, Pind Dadan K}.1an, Ramnagar, Kashmlr, Mu tztl}l:,
Mansar(?), etc. Among other cities of the Islamic world but lying outSIde. e
Subcontinent are: Madinatul Rasool, Makkah Muazamma, Basra, Balkh, Isfahan, Shiraz,
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Herat, Bukhara, Samarkand, Sikandria
Qandhar, Kashmir.
prominent.

(Alexandria), Badakhshan, Kabul, Kashgar,
Among other Sarandeep and even Tibet and London are quite

The back side (Pl IX-a) shows the usual four divisions. The right hand upper
quadrant is divided into squares with series of vertical and horizontal lines. The left hand
upper quadrant on the other hand, shows a series of concentric circles with names of stars
such as Zohra, Atarad, Qamar etc. and their coordinates. The lower left quadrant has
similar concentric rings with two signs of zodiac inscribed in three group of four-each.
The lower right hand quadrant is empty except that one quarter of the square with
graduated sides numbering 1 to 7 projects into it whereas the other one quarter is
projected in the neighbouring quadrant with two sides each graduated from 1 to 12.

Now who was this Ustad Pir Bakhsh who fabricated this beautiful astrolabe? Had
he any connection with the family of Shaikh Allah Dad or with any one among his known
successors? We are not sure. In the 19th century there were a number of artists in
Lahore with the family name 'Bakhsh'. They were master artisans in more than one
craft. They were master wood-carver, blacksmith, architect, masons, naqqash (fresco-
painter), painter, calligraphers etc! Probably Ustad Pir Bakhsh was a member of one of
such artistic families of Lahore.® Descendants of several of them now claim themselves
to be Chughtais. Ustad Pir Bakhsh's connection with the family of Allah Dad, which
appears to be a family of scholars (Mulla or Shaikh), is more probable than with any
other family of crafismen. This astrolabe is important in one other respect. It tells us for
the first time that by the 19th century, if not earlier, astrolabe designing and making was
no more the exclusive privilege of the Muslims of this city. For the first time we have
the name of a Hindu designer Lala Sahu Mall Lahori, resident of the capital city of

Lahore. Unfortunately, nothing is known about this Lala Sahu Mall from any book or
history of Lahore.

Astrolabe No. M-44-H (PL X-a & X-b)

Another planispheric astrolabe in the collection of Lahore Museum bears accession
No. MM-44-H (Pl. X-a & X-b). It is simple to the extreme. It is a single disc astrolabe
with an Index or mastar on the back and hence has no raised rim or hajra, and no
depressed circular space called Umm or mater. Both the round facies and armilla reflexa
(kursi) are made out of one single sheet of brass. A hole in the top of the triangular
armilla reflexa receives a rivet for the remaining parts of the suspensory apparatus namely

urwa, halga and ‘ilaga which are all missing in our example. The kursi has a frill
border but with the plain surface on both sides,

The instrument has been designed to act as a perennial calendar rather than an
astrolabe proper. It comprises two discs - an inner movable one with a knob set within
an outer fixed one (Pl. X-a). The days scribed are Persian beginning with Shanba
(Saturday) and ending with Juma (Friday), but the month names are both English and
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- =2, ), Har (.t ),
| ch as Chehtar (_~7:), Basak ( JC ), Jehta ( _~7.
‘}5?:;,1; ((de‘:j?dsu), Badro ( s.s\ ), Asawal ( Jsv1 ), Katak ( ¥ ), Mahgar ( ,.C,; ),
\Poh (. o4, ), Magha ( 5t ) and Paghan (i ).

The Arabic months names are characteristically absent. The entire surface of the

) . i and
facies or wajha is divided into nine concentric circles - four on movable inner plate

)

A
1

Ll

| and ( ¢ ) and ( «-); and when the aspirates like Ph ( 2% ), Kh (

i inner- ircle, the four inner circles are
outer fixed plate. Barring the inner-most circle, - fou ci
?u\:h:: dtil:;ded into seven divisions each for a day of the wezl(ci, w:th lm:.;1 r;g::;nﬁamtz
dingly, have been grouped into sev
the centre. The months too, accor . ) boes P
ber-December, April-July, January ;
February-March-November, Septem : Coph L et
ining - May, August and June as single month.s in outer g Jan .
.rlchalngruary-Xugust,g March-November, and remaining single months pairs in the inner
clilrg/l’e The 31 days of a month are marked in boxes btheen days and month';1 nartr:e:
circle;e. The four outer circles are meant forl conﬂllputat:ton qf K:Sartio anaferg?\?id :d oimo
0 years. Like inner set of circles, the outer circ _
::12:1;‘0?1251 Oancil of the seven divisions of the circles in word 02 the 'outcr-frpt%st c:;zlre
Vi o h. In six out of seven divisions of the outer-
is divided into sub-groups of five years eac PN
i ths of the year - two months in each gro
most circle have been grouped twelve mon m e e]
i th of the Christian Calendar namely
inning from the top left-hand with the ﬁrst. mon |
?aeftl::rl;nglt has also been indicated as to what is the con'esponﬁmg d;yst ?}f aflltr)sctalJ amn?lzrtl;
. isti le it has been shown that the
on first day of the Christian month. For examp DAt (e oL ey
i 21st Magh, Ist March on o gan,
will be on 20th of Poh, Ist February on 0 o e
i j forth. The 100 years are computed in thre :
April on 21st Chaitr, and so on and 50 e o e g
- 31 in the outer-most, 35 in the middle and 34 in the inne : -
m:ricclg ltal; double zero (00). At the right hand bottom of the kursi and in the seventh

empty-division is scribed the following inscription:
A'{, r/) S5 ‘)‘f

Trans: Work by Jotishi Dharam Chand.

No date and place name is given, but it is aimost certain. that the'insu'ument was

made during the last half of the 19th century when nasta'al}}ue scnpt)h;sttn(ot ’ye;
i i , t (= —

developed enough as to differentiate between k ( .f) and g ( ), t ;:_;’ Gl s

tth ( # ) etc. have not taken proper shapes.

Similarly, following table shows how at the time of making this astrolabe, wn;ctling
of the names of local (desi) months in local langugge.have not yet been standardized as
today. These are neither pure Hindi nor pure Punjabi:
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" names with the help of an alidade.  rig
" Persian inscription is placed in one of the concentric rings:

On the Astrolabe
Sanskrit Hindi Punjabi Front-side Back-side

Chaitra < i o =
Vaisakha A (e P JH JU
Jayaistha g ol = =
Ashadha Jt 7} 4 A
Sravana el oy et O3 1%
Bhadrapada IITIA JI\E sk a5l
Asvine & Jri Jrbi I
Karttika 4 e 5 Y L
Margasirsha /f’ /f" e F
Pausha oJ, 07, oy o)
Magha P £ ,/l J
Phalguna S s, c’é’ d./k Pl

Writing of certain month-names in characteristic Punjabi form, makes it almost certain

that this astrolabe too was made in Punjab. If so, in Punjab no other city than Lahore can |

claim this credit. Thus 1 conclude that this astrolabe was manufactured in Lahore in the
later half of the 19th century.

The dorsum or zahr of this astrolabe has several concentric circles - outer two

graduated into four quadrants of 90° - with each box marking 6° (Pl. X-b). All numerals

here as well as elsewhere, are in Arabic numerals (', Y, v, etc) rather than in letters

as in earlier cases. The next two circles are month circles with numeral divisions varying |

anti-clockwise from 1to 15, 1 to 18, 1to 10, and 1 to 12 followed from 1 to 15, 1t0 17

and ! to 11 in the next circles and 1 to 60 in clockwise fashion in the third circle, Next |

four circles indicate the signs of zodiac and their latitudes in 12 groups of 30 degrees
each - marked from 6 to 30°,

One Persian inscription on the back side names this instrument as Aina Falky - ;
the Mirror of the Sky, the work of Dharam Chand. Obviously, dorsum or zahr is meant
to locate the zodiac signs, as already given above with reference to local Punjabi month-
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In the lower right hand quadrant, the following

“In this "Mirror of the Sky' which has the circle of upper
horizon and the circle of Faug in the direction (?) of
both the circles. Dharam Chand”

The names of the zodiacs are given on two of the inner-most concentric rings

“ whereas the month-names ~ only local (desi), are given in two outer-most rings and are
" in groups of three or four months each such as Katak & Phagan, Baisakh & Bhadron,

Harr (alone), Jeth & Sawan, Chait & Aswaj, Magh & Maghar.

Who was this Jyothshi Dharam Chand? We are not sure. Nothing is known about

him either from the Museum record or from any history book. But most probably he too
| belonged to the city of Lahore. Perennial calendars of this type Were not un-common
- uptil middle of the 20th century. I had one such calendar in my family at the inception
- of Pakistan in 1947.
~ astronomy,*’

Despite some claim of Hindu influence on early Muslim
Hindu contribution towards astrolabe-making is limited. Among 165

examples recorded by Gunther only eight are made by Hindus."" None bears the name

~ of an astrolabist. The names of two Hindv astrolabists - Jyotishi Dharam Chand and
" Lala Sahu Mall Lahori known from the astrolabes of Lahore Museum are, t.he.rc.:fore, a
| valuable addition to our knowledge. Hindu astronomical instruments were primitive and

confined to four types:

1)  Clepsydra or water clock as referred to in the Jyotisha Vedanga,
ii) The Gnomon or the Sun-Dial as defined in Panchsidhantika,

iii)  Armillary Sphere i.e. Bhubha Gola, fashioned as an Earth-Globe
of wood, and

iv)  Phalaka Yantra - in fact a part of a very simple astrolabe.*

The earliest proper astrolabe scribed in Devanagri script and datable to the end of

| the seventeenth century is in Delhi Museum.®
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II1

ASTROLABES AND ASTROLABE-
MAKERS OF LAHORE

The above section has already shown how fine astrolabes were made in Lahore
from the sixteenth to the close of the 19th centuries. In this section we will deal with all
the known astrolabes made in Lahore and their makers, fabricators & designers ~ as
known from the inscription carved on them. As we have already seen partially, and will
see in somewhat more details hereafter, Lahore was once the most celebrated centres of
astrolabe-making.  J.D. North, writing some twenty years back, while referring to

generations of family of astrolabe-makers in a single centre could find only the city of

Lahore to suit his argument: "The family might all, for example”, wrote North, "have
worked at a centre such as Lahore, and thus perhaps have had connections with the
Mogul Court">* Gunther's list of 26 Indian (excluding Hindu) astrolabes include 14
(54%) which were made at or by astrolabists belonging to Lahore and which list also
discloses names of six members of a single family hailing from Lahore.”® The real credit,
however, for bringing to light a big number of astrolabes made by the last scion of this
family goes to Allama Sayyid Sulayman Nadvi. Besides, he also brought to light the
names of three other astrolabists - all belonging to the same family, all hailing from the
city of Lahore and all claiming the sobriquet of “Asturlabi Humayuni Lahori" They
are: Sheikh Allah Dad, his son Mulla ‘Isa, grandson Qayim Mohammed and the grand
grandson Ziaud Din Mohammed. Soon after this, some valuable information was added

w2 st

by Nabia Abbott.”” Maulana Mohammed Ilmud Din Salik, on the other hand, while

writing as late as 1962* could not do justice with the subject and confided himself by
giving a summary in Urdu of Sayyid Sulayman Nadvi's English article published in 1935.
Having now discussed in part II above the existence of at least four astrolabes by one
Mohammed Muquim, son of ‘Isa, son of Allah Dad, we now confidently can add this

name to the genealogy of Ziaud Din Mohammed asturlabi Humayuni Lahori as a brother
of Qayim Mohammed.

What does the sobriquet "Asturlabi Humayuni Lahori" stands for? Gunther in
1932 translated it as "Royal Astronomer' (p. 187). Sayyid Sulayman Nadvi, on the other
hand, has suggested that the family adopted this sobriquet or lagh ( &) ) because they
manufactured their astrolabes afier a model approved by the Emperor Humayun.® But
it is strange that the only 'asturlab’ which carries Allah Dad's name alone does not have
this title. The inscription on the earliest extant-in-record astrolabe reported to be in the
Library of Nawab Sir Salar Jang Bahadur, Hyderabad Deccan though refers to him as a

master-craftsman (Ustaz) and an asturlab-saz of Lahore, does not give him the title of
Humayuni. It reads as follows:

2940 4;--4(5‘;5-41 \_)_j ,).h—\é‘ .)‘—\.éj\ :3\:-00\ 1:.&4

Trans: "Work of Master Allah-Dad, the astrolabe-maker
of Lahore, dated 975 A.H."/1567 A.C.
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It is also evident from the date that it was made not during the: reign of Hl.xmayun
but the early years of Akbar's reign (1556-1605 A.C.). Nor thgre is any mention that
either Allah Dad or his son ‘Isa was employed in the royal service. The family started
claiming for themselves the title "Humayuni” as a part of: their sobnql_iet pnly when th_ey
became the royal astrolabists. The first one in the family to use this title was Qaylm
Muhammad in 1634. 1 think, therefore, that Gunther and Nabia Abbott are nght' 6’&0
suggest that the word 'Humayuni' therefore should be regarded as to mean only ‘royal'.

Without denigrating Humayun's contribution towards. astrology anfi astrolabe-
making or undermining his claim to have developed a special type of .thlS apparatus
known after his name as asturlab Humayuni,” a regulalt workshop established at lahOTe
by Humayun himself or in his name is yet to be established. But that a yvorkshop did
exist here during his reign is now certain. A regular royal workshop for dlfferefnt works
of arts and crafts was established in Lahore only under Akba.r. At t.hc same time th_ere
is every possibility that Shaikh Allah Dad had already cstal?llshed his worlfshop during
the reign of Humayun as example of his work produced fiunng the early reign 9f Akl?ar
has already been quoted above. And once he started this work, Lahore and his famﬂ.y
remained in the forefront of astrolabe-making for one and a half century and Lahqre, in
particular, for all times to come. It was during this time that Laho.re !)ecame the biggest
centre of astrolabe-making and it remained so till making of this instrument becamc
obsolete at the close of 19th century. Individuals and families engaged in this Rrgfessnon
became renowned. The stamp asturlab Lahori was a guarantee for its precision and
aesthetic. At least the names of five linear descendants of a single family, and of two
from some other families including one Hindu designer are known from the actual extant
specimens.

Astrolabes made in Lahore during Mughal period are now scattered in several
museums of the world in general and in India in particular. Gunther's 14 astrolabes made
by the astrolabists of Lahore are reportedly in the Kestner Museum, Haml_)urg (S. No. 69),
Ashmolean Museum, Oxford (S. Nos. 71, 72, 77), Jaipur Museum, Jaipur (S. Nos. 75,
80), British Museum, London (S. No. 78), State Library, Rampur (S. No. 77 A), Ind.lan
Museum, Calcutta (S. No. 81, 77), Delhi Museum, Delhi (S. No. 77), Hoffman Collection
(S Nos. 86 & 87) and one from an unknown location. Two astrolabes by two members
of Allah Dad family from the atelier of Lahore are reported to be in the Adl?r
Planetarium & Astronomical Museums, Chicago, U.S.A.® One more from Lahore is in
France(?)* and still another one in the Berlin Museumn.% Maulz_ma Muhammad [Imud
Din Salik, deriving his information mainly from 'Islamic Culture' issue of Octol?er, 1?35,
quoted several examples of astrolabes from the workshop of Lahore now found in various
parts of India.** The Jaipur astrolabe of 1657 A.C., the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford
astrolabe of 1658 A.C. & Jaipur Museum Arzachel astrolabe of 1680 - all rccordcd. to
have been made by Ziaud Din son of Qasim Muhammad son of Mulla ‘Isason of Shaikh
Allah Dad (Gunther S. Nos. 75, 77, 80). This gives a complete genealogy of four
generations of a single family of astrolabists from Lahore. The same genealogy, with the
difference of one name i.e. Qayim instead of Qasim has been read on an astrolabe
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reported to be in the Nadvatul Ulama Library, Lucknow. It is dated in 1059 A.H. /
1649 A.C. and belongs to Shah Jahan's reign. The inscription on it reads:

~— u}iljuu \_'__,)_-._.Jl;\;_.b Das
QCLIZT S TENAVRTL BN S T (7, X5 oS W

Trans: The work of Ziaud Din Muhammad, son of Qayim
Muhammad son of Mulla ‘Isa son of Shaikh Allah Dad,
Royal Asturlabe-maker of Lahore, dated 1059 AH.

Inscription on one spherical astrolabe, weight 1% pound, reported to be in the
Library of Maulvi Yousaf of Phalwari Sharif, Distt. Patna since 1238 A.H/1822 A.C,
records the same genealogy with the exception that it is dated a year earlier i.e.
1058 A H./1648 A.C. and that Shaikh Allah Dad has been mentioned here as Mulla Allah
Dad and that the word ‘ibn' has been used instead of 'bin' both meaning son.” We will
talk more about Ziaud Din Mohammed here below. Suffice here to say that between
Ziaud Din and Allah Dad we know at least three more names belonging to the same
family. We know about one Shaikh Allah Dad Langar Khani Lahori and the Mohalla
Langar Khan in Lahore named after him. If it is so, Allah Dad appears to have been born
in 924 A.H./1518 A.C. and must have been a young man of twenty-five or thirty during
the reign of Humayun.® He was a contemporary of Maulana Magsud Harwai - the
mechanic who manufactured astronomical instruments, astrolabes & globes for Humayun®
and Mulla Nurud Din Tarkhan Nuri Sufidini of Sindh.” Beside Allah Dad, we have
extant specimens of three more persons belong to the same family. First one is Mulla
‘Isa, son of Allah Dad. That he was a leamed man and scholar is evident from his title
mulla. At least two of his astrolabes have been referred to in various publications. The
carlier one, dated 1013 .H./1604 A.C. is now in the Adler Planetarium and Astronomical
Museum, Chicago.” The inscription on it reads:

Ay M:L@J\_ﬁ_y gsL:':‘-.\y__Jlu.\.bla.a.;o

Trans: "The work of the weakest of creatures, ‘Isa, son of Allah
Dad, year 1013 AH."

His other known astrolabe was originally published by R.T. Gunther, (No. 68) and
dated round about 1600 A.C., but N, Abbott modified the date between 1018-1034 A.H/
1609-1624 A.C. in order to bring it closer to the times of his son Qayim Muhammad.™
Thus Mulla ‘Isa, the astrolabist of Lahore worked during the reigns Akbar & Jahangir, got
a particular official assignment from and recognition by the emperor Jahangir sometime
between 1604 and 1624 A.C. because his son Mulla Qayim Muhammad, who lived and
worked during Jahangir's and Shah Jahan's reigns, was also in possession of this proud
title in 1624 A.C. One of his astrolabes bearing a date 1034 A.H./1624 A.C., reported
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to be in the possession of Qazi Abaid Ullah Bari of Calcutta, mentions this fact as
follows:

DA gll & sie (s paa 2 253 Jas
caypr 3ezlea 3 b

Trans: "Work of Qayim Muhammad, son of ‘Isa, son of Allah
Dad, the Royal Astrolabe-maker, dated 1034 A H."

In the other corner of the same apparatus it records to have been made in the 21st year
of Jahangir.

In this inscription, it is not clear if Qayim Muhammad was a resident of Lahore.
This doubt is dispelled in another inscription dated 1.047 A.H.(1637 A.C. found on a
spherical globe made by Mulla Qayim Muhammad dunng the reign of Shah Jahan. It is
in the Oriental Library, Bankipur and bears two inscriptions ~ one short and one long,
both dated 1047 A.H. The shorter one reads:

o (ol O | a2 515 sl Sl A
By K 3 s\ea grsa Y ol slagli

Trans: "The work of the humblest of servants, Qayim
Muhammad son of ‘Isa, son of Allah Dad, the Royal
Astrolabe-maker of Lahore, year 1047 A.H.”

Was Qayim Muhammad Lahori the only son of Mulla ‘Isa Lahori? Nadvi's
account implies: yes. But two years later, Nabia Abbott made ‘Isalook possibly to be the
father of four sons - Qayim Muhammad (Calcutta astrolabe dated 1034 A H. /1024 A.C),
Qasim Muhammad (Ashmolean Museum, Oxford as in Gunther No. 77), Muhammad
Muquim (British Museum, London, and Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, as in Glfnther
No. 78 & 72) and one Muhammad (Ashmolean Museum as in C?unther No. 71) w1thogt
any proper name.” Gunther (S. No. 77, p. 210) even mentions a fifth name Kia
Muhammad son of Mulla ‘Isa son of Shaikh Allah Dad and himself father of Ziaud Din
Muhammad as read by G.R. Kaye on a globe dated 1658 A.C. in Indian Museum,
Calcutta. Nabia Abbott, however, was conscious about the weakness of her argument a}nd
finally doubted the existence of even two including one Muhammad Muquxm.. I think
'‘Qasim’ is only a misreading of 'Qayim' and 'Muhammad' can stand either for
‘Muhammad Muquim' or 'Qayim Muhammad' as is now confirmed from several
specimens. Thus it tums out that Mulla ‘Isa of Lahore had only two sons Muhammad
Muquim and Qayim Muhammad - both were astrolabe-makers, both had royzylsl
assignments and hence deserved the title 'Humayuni' and both were residents of Lahore.
This will necessitate to eliminate the name Qasim Muhammad which Gunther read more
than four times un-hesitantly [Gunther S. No. 75, 77 (bis) and 80] excluding his reading
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of a name KIA MUHAMMAD son of Mulla ‘Isa. We do not know which one of the two
was elder brother. But as the reason d'etre for this article is the two astrolabes by
‘Muhammad Muquim' now available in Pakistan, we give him precedence over the other.
The contribution of this son of the soil of Lahore towards astrolabe making is being
confirmed for the first time. Two of the astrolabes made by this renowned son of Mulla
‘Isa of Lahore - one dated circa 1640 A.C. in Lahore Museum and the other dated in
1637 A.C. in the National Museum of Pakistan, Karachi, have already been discussed
above. We also meet his name in the inscription on an astrolabe dated 1053 A.H./1643
A.C,, listed by Gunther as his No. 72, Pl. XLVIIL It reads as follows:™

O a_ia a2l Casl Jaie
A ardesose Y 3sslea 3Y Jaot s i

"The work of the weakest of servants, Muhammad
Mugquim, son of ‘Isa, son of Allah Dad, Royal Astrolabe-
maker, resident of Lahore, the year 1053 A H."

Trans:

His name also appears on another astrolabe in Spitzer Collection of British
Museum, London (S. No. 78 in the list of Gunther) dated 1070 A H. /1659-60 A.C, dia.
5% inches.” Thus at least four of the specimens made by this scion of Allah Dad family
of master-astrolabe-makers of Lahore are known. The credit for a fifth one by an
un-named son of ‘Isa, son of Allah Dad can also be shared by him at fifty-fifty basis.

As compared to Muhammad Mugquim, the recorded extant specimens of his brother
Qayim Muhammad are less numerous. He was maker both of astrolabes and 'globes' (see
above). In the early period of his career he did not bother about claiming his residence
at Lahore even when in 1034 A.H/1624 A.C. he was appointed as a Royal astrolabe-
maker. But in 1047 A.H. /1637 A.C. he proudly called himself Lahori - a resident of
Lahore.” He worked during the reigns of Jahangir & Shah Jahan.

On two astrolabes the name Ziaud Din Muhammad, son of Qasim (Qayim)
Muhammad, son of Mulla ‘Isa and Ziaud Din Muhammad son of Mulla Qasim (Qayim)
Muhammad, son of Hafiz ‘Isa have been read. The inscription on the former, dated
1069 A.H. /1658 A.C,, read as follows: "The work of the humblest of the servants Diya
al-Din Mohammad the son of Sheikh al-Haddad (sic) the Royal Astrolabe-maker, the son
of Kasim Mohammad son of Mulla ‘Isa of Lahore in the year 1069 A.H." ™ It is in Sir
Lewis Collection, the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford. The other is a globe or sphere with
an inscription which G.R. Kaye has read as follows: "Dia al-Din Muhammad ibn Mulla
Qasim Muhammad ibn Hafiz ‘Isaibn Shaikh Allahdad, Humayuni, Sana 1087%." How
it is possible that same Zia-ud Din Muhammad, on some other astrolabes, claims Qayim
Muhammad to be his father. It is possible that both R.T. Gunther and G.R. Kaye have
misread Qayim Muhammad as Qasim Muhammad. The same is true about one
Muhammad, son of ‘Isa of Lahore (Gunther No. 71).% But in any case these three
astrolabes are from the atelier of Lahore and their makers ultimately belong to the family

{

)

e i — s {

ST AN, U A EE IR aam o . e

S XE IR UL, T

la

Three Rare Astrobales in the Collection of Lahore Museum 185
; Dad of Lahore. Since Qasim Muhammad, his father fIs:a &
gfs If?ﬁl:(rm;;fa}tl] sltg:dﬁl‘:g; been claimed ‘Mulla' - an individual' possessing rellglops
knowledge and on two singular astrolabes ‘Isahas been called 'Hafiz (one_v»}'lho can ;e?te
the entire Holy Quran from memory) and his father Allah ]?ad as Shaxl.c ll(a scf o i.i]l')
respectively, it shows that this Lahore based family of ast’rolabl.sts was bazlca });I a fami ﬁ
of scholars turned into astrolabists. They rpade both p!amsphenc (asturla satfil)) as v::r :
as globes (asturlab kuri). They were certam[y the des1gnefs and probably the k?] ncle;d :
too of the astrolabes and globes bearing their names. It is a common place knowledg
that the most beautiful astrolabes were always designed and fabricated by one person.

One of the last two scions of this Lahori family of astro!abists, 'who ﬂounshe(;l
during the reigns of Shah Jahan & Aurangzeb, was named Ziaud Din Mul?amma f
Coincidently, he was the most prolific astrolabe-n}aker of Lahore. Several spt;cxmens ]3
his fine workmanship are known in collectlon.s sc'atte.red all _over e wo;'1I 1.
Unfortunately, none of his work appears to hav_e survived in his own city i.e. .Lah}c:fe. 1?
signature on majority of his works, however, gives fu}l genea}logy of his famuly, 1sﬁ ;’;)ya
title i.e. asturlabi humayuni and the place of his residence i.e. Lahore. .{\t least fifteen
of his works - eleven planispheric astrolabes and.four globes or ftstrolablo rcdc;r:ld? Oasl';
known from published works. The earliest of his extant work is a globe dat. R
A.H/1647 A.C. whereas his last signed astrolabe datfed 1087 A.H:/1676 AC is in e;
Delhi Museum.? The earliest of the extant planispheric astrolabe signed by him is dat
1058 A.H./1648 A.C.

Ziaud Din Muhammad, son of Qayim Muhammad retained his proud titlei "tl}e
Royal Astrolabe-maker" - " aseu Y bt for long 30 years anc} alvyays took pnc}l‘e in
claiming himself to be the resident of Lahore. The only exFeptlon is thc:' plamsp eric
astrolabe in the Library of Rampur where the words " 93308 3Y L) are missing
obviously due to the disfiguring of the inscription.

The inscription in all the astrolabes and globes are identif;al except one or two
minor & insignificance differences and change of date in certain cases. Four of h}s
astrolabes, reportedly one each fiow in Jaunpur, Rampur, Bankipur and one seen in
London Exhibition held in 1931, bear the same date i.e. 1074 A.H./166§ AC. In two
cases - Hyderabad Deccan specimen dated 1064 A.H. and Rampur specimen, thc_e word
for son used is ibn whereas in all other examples he uses the word.bm - both having .the
same meaning. In all inscriptions Ziaud Din Muhammad uses for himself the hum}ale 't'ltle
' sladiy34' i.e. the humblest of creatures. For his works, he uses the wor.d d-ﬁ- i.e. "the
work of" and for dates he uses a>_w._3 i.e. in the year... With these minor differences,
the inscriptions on all the fifteen astrolabes and globes read as follows:

dat Sl pal sl :M\d_sh}ﬂ-‘
v R AN AS L Em A
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Trans: "The work of the humblest creature Ziaud Din

Muhammad, son of Qayim Muhammad, son of Mulla
‘Isa, son of Shaikh Allah Dad, in the year...."

The fifteen extant astrolabes

follows:®
A. Glebes

1. Made in Lahore, dated 1058 A.H./1648 A.C. and reported to be in the
collection of Maulvi Yusuf of Phulwari, Distt. Pama. It weighs 1%
pound. It is made of brass whereas the nails near each star are in silver.

2. Made in Lahore in 1064 A.H/1653 A.C., now in Tibbia College,
Aligarh.

3. Made in Lahore, dated 1071 A H/1660 A.C. Reportedly (in 1935) it
was in Berlin Museum, Germany.

4,

Made in 1087 A.H/1676 A.C. made by Ziaud Din Muhammad ibn
Mulla Qasim Muhammad ibn Hafiz ‘Isa ibn Shaikh Allah Dad,
Humayuni, Sana 1087.% 1t is in Delhj Museum,

B. Planispheric Astrolabes

5. Made in Lahore, dated 1057 A.H/1647 A.C., in the Adler Planetarium

and Astronomical Museum, Chicago, U.S.A.

Made in Lahore, dated 1059 AH/1649 A.C., and reported to be in the
Library of Nadwa tul ‘Ulema, Lucknow.

Made in Lahore, dated 1064 A.H/1653 A.C., now in the Library of
Nawab Sardar Yar Jahg, Hyderabad, Deccan. It originally belonged to

Maulana Habibur Rahman Khan Sherwani, Resident of Habib Ganj,
Distt: Aligarh.

So-called Jaipur B Astrolabe, dia. 13", made in 1657 A.C. (Gunther
S. No. 75, p. 206-212),

Made in A.H. 1069 /1658 A.C, dia. 7", purchased in 1911 in Algeria.
Now, part of Lewis Evans Collection in the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford
(No. 77 in Gunther's Astrolabes of the World, p. 208, where he wrongly
calls Ziaud Din Mohammad as son of Shaikh al-Haddad /Allah Dad).

Once belonged to Maulana Abu Bakr of Jaunpur made in Lahore and
bears the date 1074 A.H. /1663 A.C.

10.

It dais et

and globes of this great astrolabists of Lahore are as
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1 1. In the collection of Library of Rampur and inscribed with date
1074 A.H. /1663 A.C. The title "Asturlabi Humayuni Lahori" missing
due to disfigurement of the inscription. (Gunther S. No. 78 A, p. 228
and Journ. United Province Hist. Society, October 1928).

12. Exhibited in Persian Art Exhibition, London, 1931. Made in Lahore and
1 bears the date 1074 A.H. /1663 A.C. (Printed Catalogue p. 193).

Made in Lahore, astrolabe bears the date 1074 A H. /1663 A.C., reported
to be in the Library of Bankipur.

14. Made by Ziaud Din, son of Mulla Qayim Muhammad, son of Hafiz ‘Isa,

dated 1087 A.H./1676 A.C.*

So-called Ziaud Din's Arzachel astrolabe (dia. 24") in Jaipur Museum,
made in 1091 A.H. /1680 A.C. made at Delhi for Nawab Iftikhar Khan
of Jaunpur,

15.

Gunther, but none else, has briefly described one astrolabe of 6'/: diam. acquired
in 1882 by the Indian Museum, Calcutta. Sufficient details are not available except that.
it was made by one Jamalud Din of Lahore in 1092 A.H. /1681 A.C. and that its Kursi
is somewhat coarser than that executed by Muhammad ibn ‘Isa, who appears to have been

[

;the senior maker at Lahore. There are 20 symmetrical perforations through tl}e Kursi
!’tGunther, S. No. 81, p. 213). The similarity of names, closeness. of dates of thelr_ works
and Lahore being the ancestral house of the two, make Ziaud Din &.Jamalud Din look
like real brothers during the middle of Aurangzeb's reign. No specimen of any other
descendant of Allah Dad's family of Lahore or any descendants of Ziaud Din Muhammad
of Lahore has so far come to light. Apparently, the family tradition of asturIab-sagi
ended with Ziaud Din Muhammad and Jamalud Din but not the art of asturlab-sazi in
Lahore itself. There are at least two astrolabes in the Hoffman Collection - one qf small
size (dia. 3% inches) and other of medium size (dia. 5% inches) - the latter inscribed on
the back (no details are available). No date has been assigned to either of the two, but
RT. Gunther, on stylistical ground, has assigned both of them to thfa at.eher of: Lahore
?Gunther S. Nos. 86 & 87, p. 216). Here in the city of Lahore, this scientific, artistic and
?mithy tradition, however, continued till late in the 19th century when we hear two other
families - one Muslim and other Hindu, busy in designing and fabricating astrolabes.
One beautiful example dated 1841 and fabricated in Lahore is now in Lahore Museum.
It was designed by a Hindu - Lala Sahu Mall and was fabricated by one master-craﬁsrgan
= Ustad Pir Bakhsh. Both were residents of Lahore. On philological and grammatical
2 ounds I have shown above, that the single disc astrolabe called Aing Falky i.e. The
Mirror of Sky, designed and fabricated by a Hindu named Jyotishi Dharam Chand, was
he last astrolabe in extant made in the workshop of Lahore. By the beginning of the
20th century, the astrolabe went completely out of use in the society and hence its

iesigners and mechanics all gradually shifted to new professions.

2 wha e
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CONCLUSION

As already discussed, Lahore had prolonged traditions of asturlab-sazi.
But, Lahore's place and contribution in this science is yet to be ascertained
in a proper perspective. We have described above only three of them
made in Lahore - all reached museums accidentally and not through a
conscientious attempts of museum people. Two Asturlabe Kuri have not
been described here. Many more made in Lahore are known in many
museums and libraries the world over. Many more Lahore astrolabes are
waiting to be discovered. This is yet another facet of Lahore's history
which is awaiting unveiling.
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APPENDIX

ORIGINAL TERMS USED IN THIS ARTICLE

Sighter called Alidade. A sort of radius or regula
placed on the backside of an astrolabe.

A star map of the heaven also called spider, rete,
aranea, and jali. It is a detachable disc made in a
variety of decorative forms and placed on the Umm.

Same as Asturlab Khatti. A Linear Astrolabe
known after the name of its inventor Tusi.

Same as Azimuth in English.
Astrolabe in English and in Greek.
See Asa-i-Tusi.

Spherical astrolabe or Globe, called astrolabio
redondo in Latin,

Planispheric astrolabe consisting of a suspensory
apparatus, a disc and a spider. Same as Musattah
asturlab.

See Asturlab Kuri.

See Asturlab Musattah.

Julian Calendar.
Calendar.

Also called Qibti or Coptic

See fals.
See Madar ra's al-Hamal.
Ecliptical longitudes.

Equator. English: al-macantars.
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Circle of a latitudes.
Vertical circles.
Circles of longitude.
A small ring or washer placed below the Jfaras.
See faras.
A horse-shaped wedge kept above the ring. Also
called equus, fana, caballus, cuneus & ghorra
(horse).
See Faras.

See 'Urwa.

Means 'ring' or 'curve'.
Outer raised rim of wajh.

Latin morgo or limbus.
Ammilla rotunda or 'ring' - a part of suspensory
apparatus of a planispheric astrolabe.

Cord or chain - a part of suspensory apparatus.

See ankabut.

Latin: linea mediae noctis i.e. lower half or northern
half of the meridian.

Latin: linea meridionalis i.e. upper or southern half
of the meridian.

Meridian. Latin: linea medii coeti. Vertical line
running from the top of the astrolabe to its bottom,

See hajra/hadjra.

Means ‘Throne'. Triangular portion of the
suspensory apparatus of a planispheric astrolabe.

The Middle Circle among the three concentric
circles representing Equator or Dairatal 'Itidal,

o ¢ s
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The outer-rim of the safiha or tympanum
representing the Southemn Tropic i.e. the Circle of

the Head of Capricom.

The inner-most circle among the three concentric
circles on the safiha. It is the Circle of the Head of
Cancer.

A hole bored through the centre of wajha, ankabut,
all detachable discs and alidade.

Circle of the Zodiac.

Index or Ostensory usually found on the front of a
European astrolabe.

See qutb.

See Musattah Asturlab.

A knob to rotate ankabut. Also called muharrak.
See mudir.

A projecting bit of metal either on the Umm or on
the hajra which fits into an exactly corresponding
depression or hole on the edge of each disc and

prevent it from rotating.

Planispheric or flat astrolabe of the type discussed
in this article.

Ass Shataba.
See Shataba.
See Bozanti Taqweem.

Latin: claus or axis i.e. a broad-head pin passing
through the central hole (mahan).

North Pole of heavens positioned on an astrolabe as
the common centre of three concentric circles on a
safiha.
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Latin: Tympanum or tabula regionum. A brass disc
with plain surface showing list of latitudes or the
stereographic projection of the heavens.

Means 'net’. Same as ankabut.

T R

Pointer. More than one pointer on ankabut with
names of Stars, they represent. Same as shazziya

nok, namainda.

’

T 2 T

Zenith. ]
Horae acquales.

Horae inacquales.

See Shataba.

T AR L E -

An astrolabe is called complete or tamm if ninety
(90) circles are shown on it from degree to degree.
It is bipartial (nisfi), if 45 circles are shown,
tripartial (thulthi), if thirty (30) circles are shown, so
on and so forth. ‘
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The diameter from east to west on asaftha. The
right half on this line is called Khat-al-mashragi,
and left half Khat-al-maghrabi.
Means womb. In Latin: mater (mother). Stands for
flat depressed portion within Aajra on the front side
or wajh. Also called habs. '

e

Latin: armilla reflexa. Swivel. Rotatable ring. Part
of the suspensory apparatus above kursi.

B =S 3=

Same as hgjra.

Facies. Front-side of the planispherical astrolabe.

R il -

Same as axis, claus, mehwar and quib. -

=T

seldom used. Latin: Walzacora, Walzachora,

The true Arabic name for an astrolabe, tilough'é
Walzagora etc. i

¥
o

Backside of planispherical astrolabe. ?

Three Rare Astrobales in the Collection of Lahore Museum
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Asturlab (‘—,"J’-" or y%“] ) in Arabic, Persian & Urdu and .

or (i ) in Greek is called 'Wad'at al-Kurd' ((5tNig=29)
i.e. 'Position of the Globe'. For oriental terms used to describe vanous parts of an astrolabe see
Appeadix at the end of this paper.

It is claimed that Claudius Ptolomy (ug«ﬂ-l}') (100-160 A.C.) wrote a treatise on the spreading out
of the surface of the sphere or " S . The original
Greek & Arabic versions by Maslama ibn Ahmad al-Majriti (d. circa 397 A.H./1007 A.C.) have been
lost. Fortunately, a Latin translation made in 1143 A.C. by H. Dalmatta titled Planispherium, exists.
Prolemaic astrolabes, however, formed a separate class of instruments, and have nothing in commoa,
except in name, with the astrolabe we have today before us. (See: Willy Hartner, "The Principle and
Use of the Astrolabe”, A Survey of Persian Art. Edited by Asthur Upham Pope, Voi. V1. Reprinted
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An) and ibid., ‘Asturlab’, The Encyclopaedia of Islam, Ed. by HA.R. Gibb et als. New Edition,
Leiden, London: 1960, Vol. I (A-b), p. 722.
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and importance of his rescarches. (G.N. Banerjee, Hellenism in Ancient India, Delhi: 1961, p. 142).
He was the first to apply himself to the consideration of the problem of stereographic projection. A
sttver planisphere based on principles for an outline by Hipparchus is reported to have existed as late
as circa 415 A.C. and described by Synesius of Cyrene, though disregarded by Ptolemy (A Survey
of Persian Ant, p. 2532). Some even claim that astrolabe was invented by Apolionius of Perg in circa
240 B.C. But, it is not a serious claim.
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In 1902, a ship wreck was excavated off the seashore of Antikythera (Greece). Among its finds was
a bronze instrument, badly damaged though, with an astronomical inscription in Greek. This is an
astrolabe in a wider Greek sense. Although this instrument gives elliptical & equatonial coordinates
of the sun, the moon and four planets, the principle of the Antikythera instrument is entirely different
from that of a planispheric astrolabe. Consensus of opinion favour a date of it in the third
century A.C. (Sec A Survey of Persian Art, pp. 2531-2532). For better details see Gunther Vol. |,
pp. 55-58 (The Astrolabe of Anticythera, C.A.D. 250).

D.). des. Price, "An International Checkiist of Astrolabes”, Pt. I in Arch. Intem. d'Hist. de Sciences,
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'Abd al-Aimma was a prolific lranian astrolabist of the 19th century. He designed and fabricated
mstruments of remarkable beauty, with mathematically correct details. (See Owen Gingerich,
D. King and G. Saliba, “The 'Abd al-A'tmma Astrolabe Forgeries”, Joumnal of History of Astronomy,
Vol. 3, 1972, pp. 188-198).

Ali A. al-Daffa et oi., p. 231.

Asturlab Kun or Ukd is a celestial globe with a 'smider’ and a ring. It is used for measuring stellar
distances and determining times. It is as old as the flat or planispheric astrolabe. The author of
al Fihrist regards Prolemy to be its inventor but no one else shares this view.

The sphencal globe is disadvantageous for handling and still does not give results better than its
flat counterpan,
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A.slurlab Salhf‘ or planispheric astrolabe is a portable instrument in the form of circular disc with
dun'net.er varying from 10 to 20 cms. (4" to 8”). The simplest type consists of the following fixed,
semi fixed or detachable pans (see Fig. 1, 2 and 3, and PI. I):-

i) The main circular disc with raised’ border (hajra = &, or limbus) around a circular
depressed space called Umm ( {1 ) or mater (mother),

i) The suspensory apparatus welded to the top of the main disc.

&

i) Ankabut (u.a_,-:ﬁc-) or spider secured within Agjra with a central pin (qutb = ks )

iv)  Al-adada ( §3lo.)) or Alidade secured on the back of the astrolabe with a qutb,

V) Detachable thin discs (safiha = dmakeo ; pl. safaih = &5 i) - usually seven to ten
in number, each carved on both sides,

Susp‘ensory appar:ms further comprises a triangular piece (al-kursi = (g, S\ ), fixed to the top of
n. is ‘al-Urwa' ( e.,wa.h)or ammilla suspensoria which further bangs from ‘al-halga’ (adisd! )or
nng or armilla rotunda which itself receives ‘al-laga’ (%Y _ali ) i.e. cord or chain.

A Survey of Persian An, p. 2530.

1.D. North, “The Astrolabe”, Scientific American, Vol. 230, No. 1, January, 1974, p. 97. (Henceforth
referred 10 a8 J.D. North).

Syed M. Ashfaque, "Muslim Contribution to Astronomy”, Museums Journal of Palastan, Karachi,
Vol. XIX, March, 1967, Pp. 28-30.

Majority of the astrolabe-makers took pride in claiming themselves to be ‘al-asturabi’ Some,
however, preferred to retain their ancestral trade-titles namely 'al-ibari’ (S e needle-maker,
or ‘al-najjar ( ‘)L.e’l) i.e. carpenter. (See 6262, l966:f))#940{2kl¢)1h¢ajb)ul )
Owen Gingerich, however, regards its attribution to Masha-ullah as a mistake. He regards it a later
period ‘pastiche’ for a variety of sources including Geoffrey Chaucer's translation in 1390, See
O. Gingerich, "Islamic Astronomy", Sclentific American, April 1986, p. 78.

w. Hftﬂner. A Survey of Persian A, p. 2531-33. Tusi of this list is a different person from Tusi
who invented Asq-i-Tusi astrolabe. Mubammad bin Musa al-Khawarazmi authored two books on

astrolabes entitled:
Pt 1 P g
&-dy"’tyﬂ lg.:,ff (ii)

But no copy of these two is traceable today. See Prof. Ghulam Rabbani Azz, Tarikh Khawarazm
Shahi, Lahore: 1977, PP. 247-48.

See f.n. 7 above,

O. Gingerich, “Istamic Astronomy”, Scientific American, April, 1986, pp. 74-83, (cover picture),

1.D. North, op. cit., p. 104.

w. H?nuer. A Survey of Persian An, pp. 2533-34 & ibid,, ‘Asturlab’ in The Encyclopaedia of Islam.
op. cit., p. 723 & Urdu Daira-i-Ma'araf-i-Islamia, Lahore: 1966, Vol. II, p. 626.

Urdu Daira-i-Ma'araf-i-Islamia, loc. cit.
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“It is now generally conceded by the European scholars that the scientific Hindu astropomy, as
contained in Parasara Tantra, Jyotisha-sastra and Jyotisha-vedenga etc., has been originalty based
on that of the Alexandrian Greeks..." G.N. Banetjee, Hellenism in Ancient India, Delhi: 1961,
pp. 140-145 & 195. Also see G.R. Kaye, Hindu Astronomy, MASI, No. 18, Calcutta: 1924, Rep.
Swati Publication, Delhi, 1991, en passim.

Robert T. Gunther, Astrolabes of the World, loc. cit.
A Survey of Persian An, pp. 2530-2554.
ibid., p. 2535, fn. 1.

For an interesting account of Humayun's interest in astronomy, astronomical affairs and astrolabes
leading to his invention of a special type of astrolabe named after him as Asturiab Humayuni. See
Maulana Sayyid Sulayman Nadvi, "Muslims and Astronomy", Ai-Nadwa, Lucknow, March 1909,
p- 24 and ibid.,, "Some Indian Astrolabe-makers”, Isiamic Culture, Vol. [X, 1935, pp. 622-626.

Saifur Rahman Dar, Lahore Museum Treasures, T.D.C. Punjab, Lahore: 1988, p. 37 & ibid.,
{llustrated Guide to the Lahore Museum, Fourth Edition, Lahore, 1994, p. 22.

Saifur Rahman Dar, "A Rare Astrolabe” in daily "The Nation", Lahore, January 2, 1987,

Ali A. Al-Daffa et al., op. cit., p. 231. For oriental terms used for different parts of an astrolabe and
their western equivalent see Appendix at the end of this paper.

Ibid., p. 233.
J.D. North, p. 100.

Each Arabic zodiac name is followed hereafier in bracket by its equivalent in English and Persian
as these appear on the zodiac coins of Jahangir. (See Saifur Rahman Dar, "Jahangir's Zodiac Coins”,
Daily "The Nation", Lahore, November 7, 1986, and ibid., "The Unique Zodiac Coins", Bonjour,
Karachi, No. 14, 1993, pp. 20-23.

For this see: Ali A. Al-Daffa et al., op. <it., p. 232, fig. 3.
Ibid
Willy Hartoer, 4 Survey of Persian An, p. 2547.

Only once before a poor photograph of the front-side of this astrolabe was published, without any
accompanying text or caption, on the back-title of the Museums Journal of Pakistan, March, 1067.

The photograph and some information about this astrolabe was initially provided to me by my former
student Mr. Jamil Ahmad Chaudhry, Museum Assistant, National Museum of Pakistan, Karachi.
However, on September 26, 1994, I had the occasion of examining this astrolabe in the coitection
of Islamabad Museum, where it has been recently shifted from Karachi.

The three dates in three different eras are very interesting, though not unusval. Beside the Hijra date,
which is the most common on all the Istamic astrolabes, we also casually get the [ranian dates in
Yazdajir diyab era, and Iskandar Rumiysh (Seleucidae) era introduced in the third century B.C.
Beside the Islamabad Museum astrolabe, the Ashinolean Museum astrolabe of Muquim Lahori also
bears beside the Hijra date, the Rumi date of the year 1955 (Gunther, No. 72, p. 197). Wilson's
Astrolabe (Gunther S. No. 67) of much earlier date bears Hijra date (669 A.H./1270 A.C.), Yazdajir
diyah date of the year 640 and the Iskandar Rumiyah date of the year 1582. The local date in
Malikshahi era in the year 193 is also given. In purely Hindu astrolabes and 19th century astrolabes
of India, dates are also given in Vikram Era as well as the Christian or Gregorian calendar.

Nabia Abbott, “Indian Astrolabe Makers", Islamic Culture, Vol. X, Jaouary 1937, p. 144 (Henceforth
N. Abbott).
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Beside this astrolabe, National Museum of Pakistan, Karachi also possesses four other planispheric
astrolabes and two Globes or asturlab kuri. But this 15 not the place to discuss them here.

G.R. Kaye, Delhi Museum Astronomical Instruments, Memoirs of the Archaeological Survey of India,
No. 12, Calcutta, 1921, Reprint: Swati Publications, Delhi: 1991, Binding No. 4), p. 1.

Sayyid Sulayman Nadvi, “Some Indian Astrolabe Makers", Isiamic Culture, Vol. X1, October 1935,
Pp. 121-131 (Henceforth Nadvi).

N. Abbott, pp. 144-45. Her translation of the Arabic text as to mean ‘two sons of ‘Isa’ is doubtful.
[t means only 'son of ‘lsa’.

P R _ ”
Muhammad Hmud Din Salik, A (50 ﬂ/‘_ W(é ). Nagoosh,
Lahore Number, 1962, pp. 448-449. .

Sayyid Sulayman Nadwi, op. cit., p. 630.

Saifur Rahman Dar, Mlustrated Guide 10 Lahore Museum, Fourth Edition, Lahore: 1994, p. 22. Also
see Bata Pakistan Limited Table Calendar for the year 1988, months November and December.

Mrs. Mussarat Hasan, in her Ph.D. Thesis entitled: Punjab Paintings during the i8th & 19th
Centurigs, for the Punjab University, Lahore (Under process) has recorded a number of such famlies
of Lahore. [ have discussed this subject briefly in my article entitled: “Imam Bakhsh Musawwir
Lahori: Discovery of a 19th Century Artist of Lahore", in Journal of Research Society of Pakistan,
Lahore, Vol. XXX, No. 3, July 1993, pp. 1-16.

Owen Gingerich, "Islamic Astronomy”, op. cit, p. 74 & G.R. Kaye, Hindu Astronomy, op. cit., p. 49
fn. & p. 102

W. Hartner, 4 Survey of Persian Art, X1, op. cit,, p. 2534 and Gunther 1, S. Nos. 92-97, pp. 221-228.
G.R. Kaye, Hindu Astronomy, MASI, No. 18, Calcutta: 1924, pp. 67.70.

G.R. Kaye, Delhi Museum Astronomical lnstruments, MASI, No. 12, Calcutta: 1921, Rep. Deltu:
1991, pp. 1, 9-12.

3. Norh, p. 105.
R.T. Gunther, Astrolabes of the World, loc. cit.

Nadvi, pp. 121-131. Also see his earlier article “Muslims and Astronomy” published 1n March 1909
issues of Al-Nadwa, Lucknow, p. 24.

N. Abbott, pp. 144-146.

Muhammad Ilmud Din Salik, op. cit., pp. 448-449,

Nadvi, p. 626.

Ibid., p. 627.

N. Abbott, p. 145.

“In the evening... he went up the roof of the library to enjoy the cool of the afternoon and received
the homage of the people who had assembled at the Chief Mosque (nearby).... This being done he
sent for the mathematicians to observe the rising of Venus, for at that exact hour he wished 10 hold
a grand assembly in which 1o promote officers.” Ishwari Prasad, The Life and Times of Humayun,
Onental Longman, Bombay: 1955, Rep. 1956, pp. 356-357 and p. 364. For a fuller and richer

account of Humayun's interest in asturlab-sazi, see Nadvi, pp. 621-626.

N. Abbou, p. 144, Both are made by the members of Allah Dad family of Lahore,
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J. Sottas, "Description d'un astrolabe arabe construit a Lahore”, Academic de Marine (Panis),
Communications e memotres 9, 1930, pp. 153-185.

Mohammed Ilmud Din Salik, op. cit., p. 449.
Ibid., pp. 448-49.

On another astrolabe, 12 cms in diameter, now in Adler Museum, Chicago, " ‘Isa wald Allah Dad"
instead of " ‘Isa bin Allah Dad", is written - both meaning the same. See N. Abbott, p. 144,

For computation of his age see Sayyid Sulayman Nadwi, p. 630. Nabia Abbott, on the other hand,
opined that Aliah Dad Langar Khani got his topographical name Langar Khani Lahori from the
mohalla in Lahore where he lived during Humayun and Akbar's reign and not the vice versa as
believed 1o be by Nadvi. See N. Abbott, p. 145. Moreover, the identity of Allab Dad, the astrolabist
with Allah Dad Langar Khani Lahori is not confirmed.

Nadvi, p. 626.

Mulla Nurud Din Tarkhan Nur (d. 994 A.H./1585 A.C.), a jagirdar of Sufidun in Sindh and
companion of Humayun, was fond of astronomy, arithmetic and the astrofabe, See for details
Ma'athir-al-Umara, Calcutta, Vol. 1, p. 478 and Nadvi, op. cit., p. 623. For more details about Mulla
Nurud Din Nuri, see Thamas William Beal, An Oriental’ Biographical Dictionary. Reprinted by Sind
Sagar Academy, Lahore, n.d., p. 306. William Morley (Description of a Planispheric Astrolabe, loc.
cit.) records (at p. 39) the name of another astrolsbe from Sindb - this fime Thatta. The name of
the astrolabist is Muhammad Saleh Alamgir.

N. Abbott, p. 144.
Ibid., p. 145.

For this and the longer inscription also dated 1047 A.H., see Nadvi, p. 627 and Salik, op. cit.,
pp. 448-449. The text of this inscription as given both by Nadvi & Salik (loc. cit.), though somewhat
incomplete reads as follows:

-.._._-~_.__-_-_4J§Oj/‘/_,d

wlpe o E NS -

This indicates that the model of this globe was based on the observatory of Ullugh Baig at
Samarqand with three degrees added to each star,

N. Abbott, p. 144,

The inscription on an Adler Museum, Chicago:

NI 1 VY | N POV P2 N Y DRSPS S0
~oslgasy i ls &_,._..MG AVIA al.-ﬂéu‘ ‘A::iu’i

Trans:  "lts making was completed by the hands of the weakest of servants, the son
of ‘Isa, son of Mutla Allah Dad, in the year 1018 A.H./1609 A.C. ip the capital
city of Lahawar.”

has been wrongly translated by N. Abbott, (op. cit., p. 144) as to convey the sense as it was by ‘two'
.uo-named sons of ‘Isa. It was certainly made by either of the two sons of *Isa but at stage of his
cartier when the names of his father and grandfather were more important than either of the two sons.
Earlier, Gunther (8. No. 69, p. 187) has committed the same mistake.
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N. Abbott, p. 144,
ibid

Nadvi. p. 627,

N. Abbott, p. 144,
Ibid.

G.R. Kaye, Delhi Museum Astronomical lnstruments, Memoirs of the Archaeological Survey of India,
No. 12, Calcutta: 1921, Swati Publications, Reprint Delhi: 1991, p. I.

Anyone interested in reading complete inscriptions on these astrolabes and globes should refer to the
following works:

i) R.T. Guather, The Astrolabes of the World, op. cit., pp. 187-220.

i)  Nadvi, pp. 121-131,

ili}  Nabia Abbott, “Indian Astrolabe Makers”, Islamic Culture, Vol XI, 1937, p. 144 ff, and
iv)  Mubammad Ilmud Din Salik, loc. cit.

I do not think it is necessary to reproduce all these inscriptions individually here.
G.R. Kaye, op. cit, p. I, 16 & Fig. 9.

Nabria Abbott, p. 145. No more detsils are available.
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pointer
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A typical European (german) astrolabe (front face)
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A typical Oriental (Islamic) astrolabe (front face)

Facies (Wajh) with spider (ankabut) of an astrolabe made by Muhammad Muquim Lahori
(Lahore Museum No. M-44-). Size 16.0 cm. diameter.




a g Plate |V

Y Muhammad Muquim Lahori
. 44-),

{Lahore Museum No

Facies (a) and spider (b) of an astrolabe made b

«© \ Backside (zahr) of an astrolabe with inscription which means
Made by Muhammad Muquim, son of Isa, son of Aliah Dad Asturlabi Humayuni Lahori*

i

(Lahore Museum No. M-44-)).




Plate V Plate VI

Facies (wajh) with spider (ankabut) of the astrolabe made by
Muhammad Muquim, son of Isa, son of Allah Dad, Asturlabi Humayuni Lahori
In 1047 A.H./1640 A.D. now in the Collection of National Museum of Pakistan,

Karachi (Accession No. NM.. 1959. 407). Size 25.6 x 37.5 cms

One of the (safaih) of astrolabe (No. M-44-1) made by Muhammad Muquim Lahori.




Plate Vill

a. Ankabut.

b. Alidade
Spider (a) and alidade (b} of astrolabe No. M-1649 designed by
Lala Sahu Mal Lahori and made in 1841 by Ustad Pir Bakhsh Lahori.
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SIGHTING HOLE

Fig. 2 Exploded view of an astrolabe.
(From J.D. North in Scientific

C American, vol. 230, no. 1, January,

1974, p. 97).

Fig. 1 Different parts of an I8lamic astrolabe.
A. Backisde called z a hr or dorsum,
B. Frontside called w a jh or facies,
C. Retecalled ankabut or spider,

D. Alidade derived from Arabic al-adada (al-azada)
(B, C & D from Urdu Daira Maarfai-Islamia, vol. ll, Lahore: 1966 and ‘A’ from Survey of Persian Ar, vol. V).
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Fig.3 Drawing of a complete astrolabe showing all

the coordinate lines as they appear with
respect to one another on a safiha (climate)
(Based on J.D. North, in Scientific Christian,
vol.230, no.1, January, 1974, p.104).




